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The Kingdom of Benin wus in a place that
is now a part of modermn day Nigeria in
West Africa. It is not in the same place as
the modem African nation of Benin.

The Kingdom of Benin wus home to the
Edo people who, in around 900 CE, hegan
Africa to build, their homes.

The Edo people worked, together to build a
Small settlements soon grew into the larger
kingdom of Igodomigodo, which wus ruled,
by kings called, Ogisos. (kings of the sky).
After heing governed by over 30 different
Ogisos, the kingdom wus then controlled

Benun

What can we find out ahout
the Benin civilisation?

Ogiso Igodo: The first king (or ‘Ogiso’) of Benin,
under whom the smaller villages joined together to
form a Kingdom. F
Ogiso Owodo: The last of the Ogiso kings, ban~
conduct around, 1130.

Oba Eweke: The first of a new dynasty of kings
called the Obas, crowned around 1180.

Oba Oguole: The king who had the Benin City
Wall built around, 1283.

Obha Ewuare: He expanded the kingdom greatly
and set up trading links with Portugal in 1514.

The Great Benin Wall:

A huge earthen mout wus
constructed around the

kingdom, stretching 16.000

Benin helonged to the British Empire
until 1960. Then it hecame part of the
independent country of Nigeria. Today,
the Oba of Benin leads religious ceremo-
nies, but he no longer rules his people.
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The Kingdom had many skilled craftsmen who
were commissioned by the Oba to produce
tures that have hecome known as “Benin

Benin wurrior and attendants.

archaeoloyists | People who study the past by

cvilisation The name for a society that had
made a certain level of ad~
vancements.

colonial Relating to- o country ~ con-
trolled by a more  powerful
country.

dynasty A line of hereditary rulers of a
country.

empire A number of nations con-

fortifications Buildings, wulls and ditches
built to- protect a place.

oral trudition | A comumunity’s culture and his~
mouth.

trade: To buy and sell goods.

worshipped Paid respect to.




